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Cover letter 

Marseille, January 20, 2021 

 

Dear Editor, 

Please consider for publication in Clinical Infectious 

Diseases the following paper: 

 

Severity of COVID-19 infection and different SARS-CoV-2 

variants: current evidence 

 

Thi Loi Dao, Van Thuan Hoang, Philippe Colson, Jean Christophe 

Lagier, Matthieu Million, Didier Raoult, Anthony Levasseur, Philippe 

Gautret 

 

Since the emergence of severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 

2 (SARS-CoV-2), genetic variants have been identified. The virus 

mutation is also thought to affect the infectivity of the virus or severity 

of the disease. This article gives an overview on the relation between 

SARS-CoV-2 genetic variations and infectivity or severity of COVID -

19 infection. Most studies showed that some genetic variants of the 

virus were associated with high virus load. But to date, the evidence of 

the association between viral mutation and severity of the disease is 

scant.  
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The COVID-19 pandemic continues to spread worldwide. It is necessary 

to anticipate large clinical cohorts to evaluate the virulence and 

transmissibility of SARS-CoV-2 mutants. 

 

We declare that this manuscript is original, has not been published 

before and is not currently being considered for publication elsewhere . 

All authors have read and approved the manuscript, contributed 

significantly to the work. 
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