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Editorial

Dear colleagues, Dear friends,

| am extremely pleased and honored to welcome you in Marseille for the ESCCAR-
ASR joint meeting 2017 which marks the 50" anniversary of international
rickettsiology meetings. The adventure began with a first meeting in Slovakia in 1967
and the rhythm of meetings progressively increased to its current pace of one
congress every three years. The 2017 meeting gathers more than 200 participants
from throughout the world, and the program is equally balanced between oral and
poster presentations. | would like to acknowledge the precious help of the members
of the ESCCAR and ASR boards who helped me with the organization of these three
dense days. | hope that you will enjoy your time in Marseille and wish you a fruitful
conference.

Pierre-Edouard Fournier
ESCCAR president

ESCCAR board

From left to right: Idir Bitam, Gilbert Greub, Amel Letaief, Mirja
Puolakkainen, Pierre-Edouard Fournier, Jose Antonio Oteo 2
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Welcome address (Amphitheater Toga)

Keynote lecture (Amphitheater Toga)

Contribution of rickettsiology to modern microbiology:

“The Rickettsia felis paradigm ”

Didier Raoult (Marseille, France)

Session 1 - Part 1 : Rickettsia epidemiology (Amphitheater Toga)
Moderators: O. Mediannikov & Loyd Vaughan

Use of MALDI-TOF MS to identify arthropod vectors of rickettsioses and
to detect the microorganisms they carry

Maureen Laroche (Marseille, France)

The evolving mosaic of tick-borne rickettsioses in North America
Christopher D. Paddock (Atlanta, GA, USA)

Coffee break and poster session 1

Session 2 : Updates in the Chlamydiaceae field (Amphitheater Toga)
Moderators : Johannes Hegemann & Christopher D. Paddock

New insights in the biology of Chlamydia-related bacteria

Gilbert Greub (Lausanne, Switzerland)

Epidemiology, diversity and pathogenic role of Chlamydia-related bacteria
Mirja Puolakkainen (Helsinki, Finland)

Ticks as a new potential reservoir and vector for chlamydiae

Ludovic Pilloux (Lausanne, Switzerland)

Novel Candidatus Rhabdochlamydia sp. associated with both native
Australian marsupials and their parasiting tick species

Delaney Burnard (Brishane, Australia)

Antibiotic susceptibility of Simkania negevensis

Manon Vouga (Lausanne, Switzerland)
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Parallel Session 2bis: Pathophysiology of Anaplasmataceae (Amphitheater IHU)
Moderators : Nahed Ismail & Yasuko Rikihisa

Ehrlichia exploitation of conserved host cell pathways for survival

Jere W. McBride (Galveston, TX, USA)

MyD88-Dependent mTORC1 activation Inhibits Autophagy and Elicits Excessive
Inflammasome Activation during Fatal Ehrlichia Infection

Nahed Ismail (Pittsburgh, PA, USA)

Ehrlichia minasensis, a model organism to study bacterial host shift

Alejandro Cabezas-Cruz (Maisons-Alfort, France)

Ehrlichia chaffeensis tandem repeat effector targets differentially influence infection
Tian Luo (Galveston, TX, USA)

Human anti-OMP-1 monoclonal antibodies inhibit Ehrlichia chaffeensis infection
through extracellular and intracellular mechanisms

Thangam Sudha Velayutham (Galveston, TX, USA)

Structural basis for recombinatorial permissiveness in the generation of Anaplasma
marginale Msp2 antigenic variants

Telmo Graga (Pullman, WA, USA)

Exploration by a dual approach of the role in cattle abortion of an Anaplasma phago
cytophilum vacuolar membrane protein

Anne-Claire Lagrée (Maisons-Alfort, France)

Lunch and poster session 1

Session 3 : Bartonella epidemiology (Amphitheater Toga)
Moderators: Jane Koehler & Beate Heinrichfreise

Bartonella henselae and cat scratch disase : from epidemiology to genomics
in a “one health” perspective

Henri-Jean Boulouis (Maisons-Alfort, France)

Bartonella : from cats to bats

Bruno Chomel (Davis, CA, USA)

Prevalence (culture, PCR and serology) of Bartonella spp. in asymptomatic
people working in a sanitary center from La Rioja, Spain

Aranzazu Portillo (Logrono, Spain)

Understanding the influence of host demography on Bartonella diversity
Richard Hassall (Aberdeen, United Kingdom)

Parallel session 3bis : Genomics and genetics of Chlamydiales
(Amphitheater IHU)

Moderators: Adam Polkinghorne & Matthieu Million

Genomic analyses provide insight into the evolution

and adaptation of intracellular bacteria within phylum Chlamydiae
Adam Polkinghorne (Brisbane, Australia)

The chlamydial plasmid : role in tropism and virulence

lan Clarke (Southampton, United Kingdom)

Transformation of chlamydia : current approaches and impact in our understanding
of chlamydial biology

Kenneth Fields (Lexington, KY, USA)

Comparative genomics of chlamydiae

Trestan Pillonel (Lausanne, Switzerland)
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Coffee break and poster session 1

Session 4 : Pathogenesis of Chlamydia and Chlamydia-related bacteria
(Amphitheater Toga)

Moderators: Steven Webster & Jason Carlyon

Chlamydia-related bacteria and related epitheliocystis in fish

Loyd Vaughan (Zurich, Switzerland)

Targeting epidermal growth factor signaling is critical to inclusion development in
Chlamydia trachomatis infection

Allen W. Tsang (Winston-Salem, NC, USA)

Genetic dissection of Chlamydia virulence factors

Raphael Valdivia (Raleigh, NC, USA)

Experimental challenge of pregnant cattle with the putative abortifacient
Waddlia chondrophila

Nick Wheelhouse (Edinburgh, United Kingdom)

An homologue of a sporulation protein of B. subtilis is involved in peptidoglycan
remodeling during chlamydial division

Nicolas Jacquier (Lausanne, Switzerland)

Session 1 - Part 2. Rickettsia epidemiology (Amphitheater Toga)

Moderators: O. Mediannikov & Loyd Vaughan

First detection of Rickettsia monacensis in Denmark

Silke Wolfel (Munich, Germany)

Rickettsia parkeri in Amblyomma maculatum (Acari : Ixodidae)

collected from multiple locations in southern Arizona

Michelle E.J. Allerdice (Atlanta, GA, USA)

Rickettsia species in ectoparasites collected from small rodents in Lithuania
Dalyte Mardosaite-Busaitiene (Kaunas, Lithuania)

Diversity of Rickettsia in ticks collected in Central Italy 2014-2016

llaria Pascucci (Teramo, Italy)

Jazz concert (Amphitheater Toga)
The CNRS big band

Welcome drink (Amphitheater Toga)






